




Introduction

Whilst primarily about responsible dog ownership, 
the video also allows teachers to raise a variety of 
issues, such as our responsibilities as human beings, 
caring for others and dependency.

Possible further discussion points:

Teenage	Jamie	tries	to	persuade	Mum	to	allow him 
to have a dog. Wanting something badly – how 
does it feel? Should Mum give in?

•	 Where might the most suitable place be to 
get a dog? Shelter / re-homing Centre? Pound? 
Breeder? Pet Shop?

•	 People can look after themselves as they grow 
up.	Dogs	can’t.	Different	ages,	different	needs.	
How	do	dogs	ask	for	help?	Dependence	on	the	
owner.

•	 The	dog	in	the	poster	in	the	dream	sequence	
tells	Jamie	what	is	involved	in	caring	for	a	dog.	
How	could	Jamie	have	found	out	for	himself?	
Do	all	dogs/pets	have	similar	needs?

•	 What are the cost implications of dog 
ownership?

Possible further activ it ies 
l inked to the fi lm;

Make	an	entry	for	Mum’s	/	Jamie’s	diary	for	the	day	
that	he	comes	home	with	the	request.	The	children	
should demonstrate empathy with the feelings of the 
characters.

•	 Re-tell	the	dream	sequence	from	the	dog’s	
perspective.

•	 Create a series of cards with missing letters, 
ask	pupils	to	identify	a	dog’s	needs	(for	
reinforcement).

•	 Re-tell the story in cartoon form or narrative, or 
as a device for getting the message across to a 
different	audience	(e.g.	Pre-school	children).

•	 After	the	film	–	pupils	explain	what	they	think	
happened next. What advice would they give 
to	Jamie	and	his	mum	to	help	them	make	a	
decision? Findings could be used to create a 
classroom display.
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